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5 Grace the Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbu- 


” ry's Letter #w the Right Reverend the Lords 
| Byſbops of bis Province. 


To the Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop 
| of Oxford. 


o 


ſons ; but alſo 

yert the general Principles of our holy Religion. And 
1swith a boldneſs and openneſs, far beyond the exam- 
ples of paſt times ; ſo that if a ſpeedy ſtop be not put 
to ſuch National Provocations, we have juſt cauſe to 
fear they may bring down the heavieſt Judgments of 
God upon Us; The preventing whereof belongs more im- 
mediately to us, who are the Miniſters of Chriſt; and as 
Juch, are obliged to the utmoſt care and watchfulneſs in 
oppoſing theſe Inſtruments of Satan. 

> I doubt not, but many of the Parochial Clergy arc 
lufficiently ſenſible both of their own duty and the dan- 
ger we are in: In the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, 
and other places, I am ſure the good effeRs of their 
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diligence have been very evident gf. Jate years. But in 
fome Parts that are more remote, all of them may not 


| ſowell underſtand either the Arts or the Induſtry of theſe 


Enemies of Religion: And therefore I thought it a Duty 
incumbent on the Station wherein Providence has placed 
me, to deſire of You, and the reſt of onrBrethren,to watn 
the Clergy under your Care, of theſe attempts againſt | 
Religion and Virtue; and to excite them to-a Diligence 
proportionable tothe Danger; and to ſuggeſt to them ſuch 
Methods as are moſt likely to work a General Reformation. 
With this requeſt, I ſend You ftteh Particulars as, in 
my Opinion, are very neceſfary to be preſſed upon your 


Clergy for the attaining ſo deſirable an End. As, 


]. That 1n their own Lives, and the Government of 
their own Families, they would make themſelves Examples 
of a ſober and regular Converſation. It is the Apoſtles 
Reaſoning, If a man know not how to rule his own houſe 
(and much more his own Life and AGions) how ſhall he 
take care of the Church of God? Thetrue method of work- 
ing a Reformation abroad, is to lay the foundation at home; 


which alone cangive our Reproofs a juſt Weight and Au- 


thority : but till that is done, no Exhortations, whether in 
publick or private, can either be offer'd with decency, or 
receryv'd with reverence. 

I. ToPiety, they ſhould add Prudence in all their 
Actions and Behaviour: which even in Private Chriſtians 
is a great Ornament to Religion ; but in Publick Teachers 
1s a moſt neceſlary qualification for the due ge of 

| their 
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| their Miniſtry.” A Mildneſs of temper, with a Gravity and 
| Calmneſs in their Converſation, will not failto gain them a 
| general Love andEſteem among their Neighbours : and a 
| diſcreet Caution in their Words and AGions, will preſerve 
them from thoſe little Imprudences that areſometimes ſo 
ſenſible an Obſtruction to the good Endeavours of well- 
meaning Men. Perſons in Holy Orders are not only bound, 
- inthe condu& of their Lives, to conſider what is' lawful 


or unlawful in it ſelf, but alſo what is decent orindecent 
in Them, with reſpe& to their CharaSer and FunGion 
dbſtaining from all appearance of evil; and giving no Of- 
fence in any thing, that the Miniſtry be not blamed. 
III. While Our Ezemies are ſo very induſtrious in ſeek- 


ng out ObjzeQtions againſt the Chriſtian Religion; it be- 


comes the Clergy (who are ſerapart for the Vindication of 
it) to be no leſs diligent in their Preparations for itsDe- 
knce: By acquainting themſelves thorowly with the ra- 
onal grounds of Chriſtianity, and the true ſtate of ſuch 
Points as are the Subjects of our preſent Controverſtes ; 
together with the ObjeCions which are uſually made by 
wr Adverſaries of all ſorts, and the EffeQual Anſwers that 
ave been returned to them by ſo many Eminent Writers 
& our own Church : That ſo they may be ready, on all 
Xcaſions, ro do juſtice and honour to ourReligion; and 
& able to expole the folly and ignorance of theſe Gain- 
aying Men. The Cauſe which God has put into our hands, 


"undoubtedly good; but the beſt cauſe may ſuffer by 


ne weakneſs of its Adyocate: and when this happens in 
te matter of Religion, it gives the Adverſary an occa- 
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ſion of Triumph, and is apt to ſtagger the faith even of 


fincere and unprejudic'd Chriſtians: 

IV. It were to be wiſht, that the Clergy of every 
Neighbourhood, would agree upon frequent Meetings, to 
conſult for the good of Religion in general, and to ad- 
viſe with one another about any difficulties that may hap- 
pen in their particular Cures. By what Methods any Evil 
Cuſtom may moſt eaſily be broken; How a ſinner may 


- _ 


be moſt cffeQually reclaimed ; and (in general) How 


cach of them 1n their ſeveral circumſtances may contribute 
moſtto the advancement of Religion. Such Conſultations 
as theſe, beſides the mutual benefitof advice and inſtru- 
Ction, will be a natural means to excite the zeal of ſome, 
to reduce the over-eagerneſs of others to a due temper, 
and to provoke All to a Religious Emulation in the im- 
provement of Pzety and Order within their reſpedive Pa- 
riſhes. And Theſe Meetings might ſtill be made a greater 
advantage to the Clergy in carrying on the Reformation 
of Mens Lives and Manners, by inviting the Church-War- 
dens of their ſeveral Pariſhes, and other pious perſons a- 
mong the Laity, to joyn with them in the Execution ofthe 
moſt probable methods that can be ſuggeſted for thoſe 
good Ends. And we may very reaſonably expect the 


happy Effefs of ſuch a concurrence, from the Viſible 
Succeſs of that Noble Zeal wherewith ſo many about the 


great Cities 1n my Neighbourhood, do promote truePiety, 


and a Reformation of Manners. And therefore I defireyou 


that you will particularly excite your Clergy to the pro- 
curing ſuch atliſtances as theſe, for the more effectual 


diſcharge of their own duty. Y. It | 


achargeof our Miniſtry ; it would bea great failing in 
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| V. It would very much further and facilitate all their 
1Endeavours of this kind, to gain over the perſons who 
[have the greateſt Eſteem and Authority in their Pariſhes, to a 
hearty concern for the honour of God andReligion : fre- 


quently ſuggeſting to them the Obligation that God has 


id uponthem to be Examples to others; and the great - 
good that itis in their power to do, by ſetting a Pattern 
of regular living, and the unſpeakable miſchief of their 
regular behaviour. For if once the better Sort can be 


brought to ſuch a Seriouſneſs and Sobriety, the reſt will 
nore eaſily follow ; Example being the moſt powerful In- 
iruction; and Experience teaching usthat ſhame and fear, 
which ariſe fromthe Authority of ſuch good Patterns, are 


commonly the moſt effeQual reſtraints upon the meaner 


fort. 


VI. Where any Perſon is obſtinate in his Vices, and not 
be reclaimed either by Teaching or Example, by Exhorta- 
tow or Reproof;, the Ordinary ought to be informed of it, 
at he may proceed to reclaim ſuch by Eccleſzaftical Cen- 


kres : and where thoſe arelike to prove ineffecual, the C;- 


vil Magiſtrate muſt be applied to, and deſired to proceed a- 
zainſt them according to the Laws in thoſe Cafes provided. 
Which Information and Requeſt, eſpecially in the Caſe of 


- ich incorrigible Offenders, can bemade by none fo pro- 


erty as by the Clergy ; who may beſt be ſuppoſed to 


underſtand the neceſlity there isof having recourſe to the 


: Civil Magiſtrate. And ſince our Law-givers have Enacted 


eſe temporal Puniſhments, on purpoſe to aſſiſt us inthe 


us, 


i; 
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* }. V. It would very much further and facilitate all their 
|Endeavours of this kind, to gain over the perſons who 
lhave the greateſt Eſteem and Authority 1n their Pariſhes, to a 
hearty concern for the honour of God and Religion : fre- 
quently ſuggeſting to them the Obligation that God has 
aid uponthem to be Examples to others; and the great - 
good that itis in their power to do, by ſetting a Pattern 
'of regular living, and the unſpeakable miſchief of their 


; irregular behaviour. For if once the better Sort can be 


ought to ſuch a Seriouſneſs and Sobriety, the reſt will 
/nore eaſily follow ; Example being the moſt powerful In- 
*fruftion; and Experience teaching usthat ſhame and fear, 
1which ariſe fromthe Authority of ſuch good Patterns, are 
; monly the moſt effeQual reſtraints upon the meaner 
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| VI. Whereany Perſon 1s obſtinate 1n his Vices, and not 
tobereclaimed either by Teaching or Example, by Exhorta- 
tor or Reproof; the Ordinary oughtto be informed of it, 
at he may proceed to reclaim ſuch by Eccleſtaftical Cen- 
kres : and where thoſe arelike to prove ineffecual, the C:- 
vil Magiſtrate muſt be applied to, and deſired to proceed a- 
rainſt them according to the Laws 1n thoſe Caſes provided. 
Which Information and Requeſt, eſpecially in the Caſe of 
'uch incorrigible Offenders, can be made by none ſo pro- 
perty as by the Clergy ; who may beſt be ſuppoſed to 
Underſtand the neceſlity there isof having recourſe to the 
:Uivil Magiſtrate. And ſince our Law-givers haveEnaGted 
theſe temporal Puniſhments, on purpoſe to aſliſt us inthe 
Uchargeof our Miniſtry ; it would bea great failing in 
| us, 


us, notto make uſeof them when all other Methods hive |, 


been tried to little or no Effet. 


- VIL Every PiousPerſon of the Laity, ſhould, if needbe, I 
be put in mind by the Clergy, that he ought tothink him. |" 
{elf obliged to uſe his beſt endeavours to have ſuch. Of. 


fenders puniſhed by the Civil Magiſtrate, ascan no other- 


wile be amended. And that when he hears his Neigh- 


bour ſwear or blaſpheime the Name of God, or ſecs him of- 


fend in drunkenneſs or prophanation of the Lords Day, he 


ought not to- negle& to give the Magiſtrate Notice of it: 
In ſach a Caſe to be called an Informer, will be o far 


on will not do, he may be proceeded againſt by _ 
icd 
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fical Cenſures; for the preventing ſuch Scandals and Mi 


Whiefs, as will always accompany the irregular Life ® 
Pponifier of the Goſpel. 
- |-IX. And whereas the Foundations of Piety ad Mo- 
- lt are beſtlaidatthe beginning, in the Religious Edu- 
= ation of Children; T cannot but wiſh that every one of 
he Parochial Clergy would be very diligent in Catechiſing 
he Children under their Care ; andnot only ſo, but in 
alling upon them afterwards, as they grow up, to gre 
ſuch further Accounts of their Religion, as may 
" "xted from a riper Age. That being thus cxrchully 
 nftructed inthe Faith and Dnty of a Chriſtian, they alſo 
5 my teachtheir Children the the: and {0 Piety, Virtue; 
© "nd Goodneſs, may for ever flouriſh in onr Church and 
" Nation. 
| Fheſe Dire&ions with ſuch others of the ſame nature 
. | will occur to you, Idefire may be Tranſmitted by you 
" "»the Clergy of your Diceceſe; for the Religions Go- 
rrament of themſelves, and their People, in theſe dan- 
rerous Times. So commending you and them to the 


: leſſing of God, I reſt 

y , 

ambeth:; April | Tour A ﬀ ecionate Brother 
4 1699. | 
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Reverend Brother, 


J Send you berewith a Letter which I have received from 
our Moſt Reverend Primate, to be Communicated | 
you-to the Clergy of your Archdeaconry ; and withal a Copy 
of it for every one of our Brethren. | Cs. 
I do ſo perfefily agree with His Grace in all the particulars Þ 
that are here recommended to us and to you all, tht I | 
wake it my moſt earneſt deſire to you, that you will do all 
that in you lies to. engage all our Brethren, to a Zealou Þ 
purſuing of: the Duties of their Sacred FunCtion, in every 
one of thoſe things that are bere laid before you. | 
If we have any Regard to our ſelves andour Profeſſton, to 
our Church and our Holy Religion, and to the Honour of ow | 
God and Saviour, a due ſenſe of theſe will quicken our In- Þ 
duftry, and even confirain us, to apply our utmoſt Zeal in 
ſuch times as theſe, towatch againſt the wiles of Satan, andto | 
beat down bjs ſtrong holds, and to advancethe Kingdom of F 
Chriſt zz the bearts of our people ;, that we our ſelves may | 
receive a full reward in the Day when the Great Biſhop of | 
. our Souls ſhall appear. - I. commend you and all my Bre- F 
thren to the Bleſſing of God, and Remain 


April 6th 
1699. '. 


Tour Loving Brother 


_ Jo. Oxon 


_——D— 


Lontcn, Printed by Charles Bill, and the Executrix of Thomas Newcomb, 4 
deceas'd, Printers to the Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty. 1699. 


